In me thou see'st the glowing of such fire That on the ashes of his youth doth lie, As the death-bed whereon it must expire Consum'd with that which it was nourish'd by.
INTRODUCTION
Mortuary practices in prehistoric Britain present a diverse and complex pattern that changed through time. It is commonly understood that during the early and middle Neolithic periods (c. 4000-2500 cal BC) collective burial was the norm (Fowler 2010) , with burials during the following Late Neolithic/Chalcolithic (or Primary Beaker period: c. 2500-2200 cal. BC, prior to the 'Fission Horizon' : Needham 2005; and Early Bronze Age (or Phases 2-3 Beaker periods: c. 2200-1600 cal. BC) more often being made individually, frequently within barrows and typically accompanied by grave-goods (ibid.). In the Middle Bronze Age (from c. 1600 cal. BC) cremation became the predominant form of processing the dead (Brück 2009) . Overall this period of time -c. 2500 cal. BC to c. 1500 cal. BC -is seen as containing changes that demonstrate the transition between the Neolithic and Bronze Age in Britain, when metalworking is introduced for the first time and by the end of the period, agricultural and settlement practices were more intensive. In this study we contribute to the debate about the meaning of grave-goods during this thousand year period by investigating the deposition of strike-a-light kits within graves. Our work builds on that of Clarke (1970, 264-65, 448) who drew attention to the close association of strike-a-lights with male burials of his Northern British and Southern British Beaker burial groups. Subsequently, the work of Needham (2005; highlighted the importance of strike-a-light kits as an 'artefact association group' found in both primary and post-Fission Horizon Beaker traditions spanning the Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age transition. Effectively, new burial practices emerge at c. 2500 cal. BC that have a distinct character and a noticeable chronological development that has been studied in many ways, strike-a-light kits being noted as an artefact group from early examples.
Commonly referred to as the Beaker period in Britain, it is characterized by the introduction of continental styles of pottery, the beginnings of metalworking in copper and gold, and the burial of individuals with sets of grave-goods that in some instances may have indicated the wealth or prestige of the deceased. Interpretations of this shift have been qualified and revised from various perspectives in recent years, including Gibson (2007) who discusses shift in the archaeological record of grave-goods with burials during the Primary Beaker and subsequent Beaker phases have been subject to much analysis, concurrent with studies of other grave attributes including body orientation and gender (Clarke 1970; Needham 2005; Sheridan 2007; Shepherd 2012; Fokkens 2012; Frieman 2014; Fowler 2015; Hunter and Woodward 2015) . These studies show that there are normative associations in Beaker burial practice that encompass particular sets of artefacts and the position, orientation and gender of the body. However, these associations vary across and even within regions. In following one set of artefacts in graves at this time -strike-a-light kits -we intend to investigate the presence and possible symbolic associations of these superficially mundane and utilitarian items.
STRIKE-A-LIGHTS
'Strike-a-light', also referred to in some previous literature as a 'fire-kit', is a term used to denote a particular grouping of artefacts that together provide the means to make a spark that is sufficiently hot to start a fire (Nieszery 1992; Stapert and Johansen 1999; Sorensen et al. 2014 ). This specialized tool kit commonly consists of a striker (a piece of flint or other silicacontaining material that often exhibit a convex edge), tinder (for example dry moss, or the tinder fungus Fomes fomentarius) and a strike-stone (a piece of metallic or sulphuric iron, usually a nodule of the closely similar iron sulphide minerals, iron pyrites or marcasite, Illus 1.). When the flint and iron mineral are struck together they produce a spark which may ignite the tinder.
The flint/pyrites striking method seems to have been the dominant form of fire-making used in European prehistory (Stapert and Johansen 1999; Sorensen et al. 2014) . However a spark could have been obtained from pyrites using many types of edged flint artefacts; the handles of flint daggers were used as strikers in Early Bronze Age Schleswig-Holstein (Nieszery 1992, 361) and miniature flint daggers placed in Danish graves were used to the same effect (Petersen 1993, 141; Stapert and Johansen 1999, 367) . Strike-stones can demonstrate usewear in the form of single or multiple groove marks (Nieszery 1992) , as seen at Rudston (Illus. 2, Greenwell 1877, 264), Basingstoke (Anon. 1883) and in the Amesbury Archer's grave (Illus. 3, Harding 2011, 102, fig. 39, 118) . Usually only the component parts of striker and/or the strike-stone are recovered archaeologically as evidence of the presence in a burial of a strike-a-light kit -the archaeological survival of tinder is almost unique to the Ötztaler 'ice man ' (or Ötzi, Spindler 1994) . However iron pyrites nodules may also be archaeologically absent as they commonly entirely corrode through oxidization, particularly in acidic soil conditions, producing various mineral breakdown products dependent on the environmental conditions (Nordstrom 1982) . Traces of mineral elements in the form of a rust-colour staining have been noted during some excavations, and these have been mineralogically tested in two studies, at the Neolithic cemeteries of Aiterhofen-Ödmühle cemeteries in lower Bavaria (Niezery 1992, 363) and at Ostorf in north-eastern Germany (Friedrich 2007, 418) . These tests identified goethite, one of the possible products of the decomposition of pyrite or marcasite, strongly suggesting the past inclusion of a pyrite strike-stone in the grave.
Haematite (red ochre) and limonite (yellow ochre) are also possible products of the breakdown of iron pyrites (Nordstrom 1982) . Therefore the identification of any of these within a grave could be indicative of a pyrite inclusion within the mortuary context. Due to the variability in the preservation and archaeological retrieval of iron pyrites, it has been argued on the continent that it is useful to view the striker on its own as an indicator of a strike-a-light kit having been included in the grave (Niezery 1992, 363; Friedrich 2007, 417-18) . A single striker may also have served as a synecdoche within the mortuary context, the part standing for the whole of the kit (Tilley 1999, 6 Whilst only a third of the sites have been radiocarbon dated, diagnostic artefacts can be used to broadly categorize the chronological duration of burials with this kit. Only one site is likely to date to the middle Neolithic: Crosby Garrett 174. This dating is based on the inclusion of an antler macehead (Greenwell 1877, 389-91) which resembles examples from other sites that have been directly dated to the second half of the fourth millennium cal. BC (Loveday et al. 2007 ). Seventeen radiocarbon dates are available with thirteen of these being direct dates on human bone. These radiocarbon determinations have been calibrated with OxCal 4.2 using the IntCal 13 atmospheric calibration curve and are presented in Table 2 A number of the burials with strike-a-lights stand out due to the quality of goods within the deposit (Table 1) . These include some of the most wealthy single graves of this period (e.g. Kirkhaugh, Amesbury Archer and Acklam Barrow). Removing Crosby Garrett 174 from the burial statistics above to enhance chronological sensitivity, twenty-four of the fifty-one grave contexts (47%) contained valuable grave-goods (a category we define as including gold, copper, bronze, amber, jet and ornate stone artefacts following Woodward and Hunter 2015, 23, though we have excluded bone/antler artefacts such as spatulas and pins). Therefore this categorisation of almost half the examples as being wealthy graves is likely to be considerably higher than the average for the Beaker period. For example, using the same wealthy grave definition to the 189 male Beaker burials included in the Beaker Isotope Project, less than 10% included valuable grave-goods with a similar proportion for female graves (Parker Pearson et al., forthcoming) and of 218 excavated Bronze Age burial mounds in Derbyshire, approximately 20% contained valuable goods (based on data taken from Marsden 1994) . It is possible that the archaeological retrieval of strike-a-light kits is enhanced within multi-artefact mortuary contexts.
Of the twenty sets of human remains where we have an estimation of biological sex, nineteen are from inhumations and one from a cremation. Of these, eighteen inhumations are thought to be male (95%) and one possibly female (5%) with the one sexed cremation of thirteen examples thought to be female. While Brück (2009, (4) (5) has suggested that a higher proportion of females than males were subjected to cremation in the Bronze Age (based on data from mainly post-1980 excavations with reliable osteoarchaeological reports), cremated remains with strike-a-light kits represent less than one third of all examples. Thus our data overwhelmingly suggest that these kits were associated with males. 
PARALLELS ON THE NEAR CONTINENT

INTERPRETATIONS OF THE STRIKE-A-LIGHT BURIAL RITE
It has been suggested that strike-a-light kits found with the Amesbury Archer and in grave 2 at Schipluiden were connected with travel and the need to light one's own fire while journeying (Smits and Louwe Kooijmans 2006; Fitzpatrick 2009; ) . However, were these journeys that had been completed during the deceased's lifetime, or are we instead seeing symbolic reference to journeys to be commenced in the afterlife? Stable isotope data are beginning to reveal the origins of some individuals buried with strike-a-lights, with the preliminary data indicating considerable geographical mobility within this group between their places of childhood and burial (Table 3 ). The Amesbury Archer is known to be a migrant from the Continent with a childhood spent in a geographical zone as far to the east as Scandinavia or Germany (Chenery and Evans 2011, 188-90) . The strontium and oxygen isotope signatures of the Boscombe Bowmen, including the strike-a-light burial 25004, are consistent with non-local origins in the north or west of Britain, or alternatively from more distant origins either in southeast Ireland or continental Europe (Chenery and Evans 2011, 186-90) . The mixture of local and distant origins inferred from the stable isotope data (Table   3) Table 3 BPP no -skeleton number from beaker People Project (Parker Pearson et al., in press) C -Carbon N -Nitrogen S -Sulphur O -Oxygen Sr -Strontium
Illus. 1 Whole pyrite nodules. In centre, whole pyrite extracted from chalk bedrock; to the right a freshly broken pyrite nodule extracted from chalk showing oxidised exterior and to the left, a pyrite nodule retrieved from a natural beach deposit and broken (© Anne Teather)
Illus. 2 Pyrite nodule and flint striker from Rudston (from Greenwell, 1877, 41) 
